Management of the dental patient with renal disease.
The kidneys are essential organs responsible for a multitude of bodily functions. One of the most important roles involves the regulations of intravascular volume and concentration of fluids in the body by producing urine. In addition, the kidneys are involved in regulation of blood pressure, detoxification of harmful substances, secretion of hormones, the control of acid/base balance and concentration of several electrolytes, and many other functions. This article provides the dental practitioner with a review of the renal system, associated pathology, and how one must alter their management to provide effective and safe treatment.